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This is in reply to the Petition to Reset a Period for Reply Due to Late Receipt of an 
Office action, received in the Patent and Trademark Office on February 12, 2002. 
There is no fee required for this petition. 

The petition is DISMISSED. 

In accordance with MPEP 710.06, the Office will grant a petition to reset the period for 
reply when the following criteria are met: (A) the petition is filed within 2 weeks of the 
date of receipt of the Office action at the correspondence address; (B) a substantial 
portion of the set reply period had elapsed on the date of receipt (e.g. at least 1 month 
of a 2- or 3- month reply period had elapsed); and (C) the petition includes (1) evidence 
showing the date of receipt of the Office action at the correspondence address, and (2) 
a statement setting forth the date of receipt of the bffice action at the correspondence 
address and explaining how the evidence being presented establishes the date of 
receipt. 

A review of the file record reveals that an Office action was mailed to the address of 
record on December 4, 2001 . Applicant has provided a copy of the Office action 
bearing a stamped date of receipt of February 1 1 , 2002 at the correspondence address 
of record. However, as explained in the petition, the mail is date stamped in the 
Docketing Department. Since the mail is received in Office Services section of the fimn, 
and then distributed to the Docketing Department, there may have been delay in 
handling the mail between the Office Services section and the Docketing Department. 
In other words, the actual receipt date of the mail at the firm is not reflected in the 
evidence submitted. Tjier^fore, the petition is dismissed. 



The application is being fftumed to central storage files to await applicant's respcp^e to 
the Offipe gctipp majl^ Decen^ber 4, 2001 . 
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Telephone inquiries relative to this decision should be directed to Special Programs 
Examiner Kenneth Dorner at (703) 308-0866. 




Jhn J. L6ve, Director 
Patent Technology Center 3600 
(703) 306-5484 

Facsimile No.: (703) 306-4597 




